possesses wit in tne true sense 01 tnat oiten misused term.    And he possesses also, in a very refined degree, the quality of irony.    I will even tell a story against myself in illustration of this attribute. I                         He once said to one of His Majesty's counsel,
"                    who repeated the story to me :—                            _
" I would rather hear F. E. Smith open a complicated  case before me than  any  coiinsel  at  the C                   Bar."
Gratified,   perhaps,   rather   than   surprised,   by this tribute, I asked :—
C!                        " Did the Judge say why ? "
81                        "Yes,"   replied  my  friend.    "He   said   that   it
was so interesting to discover which of two fresh minds would grasp the facts first."
It will be observed that the learned Judge did P;                  not reject even the extravagant from his ambit of
, "*                  humour.
So
I recall, too, a case in which copyright in verse ^                  was disputed.    Counsel contended that poets wrote
from pure inspiration, which had little contact with actual fact.
•wrfW
Darling J., in summing up, observed :   " Gentle-
*                 men,  you will no  doubt  consider this  argument;
en*                 but remember that Gray's lines :   c Where ignorance
is bliss, 'tis folly to be wise,' occur in a poem headed
"a                  < On a Distant Prospect of Eton College.' "
K                     This observation seems to me to be extremely
£lT\t
witty. But I wonder how many of the jury grasped ^                it; and I wonder a little, too, whether the judge was
ef                 thinking of the jury, the Bar, or of the mere pleasure
^f1                 of saying something very amusing.
™                     A Parliamentary effort is still recalled. n Mr.
w ]                 Gladstone (growing old) led the House of Commons
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